
Christmas One: Zechariah and the Angel 
Location:  Map of the Middle East: Moab and Israel  
Bible: Luke 1:1-25, 1:57-80 

Lesson: There was a priest named Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth that were very 
old.  They obeyed God and did the things He wanted them to do.  But they were sad 
because God hadn’t given them any children-make a sad face.  They prayed very 
hard for a little boy or little girl, but they didn’t get one.  God wanted to give them 
them a special little boy, but they didn’t know they had to wait.  God wanted to do a 
miracle.  A miracle is something that happens that only God could do.  They had to 
wait for many years.  Have you ever waited for something you wanted?  How about 
a present at Christmas time?  They had to wait many “Christmases” for this present.  
(This happened right before the first Christmas.)  Here is how it happened:
 While Zechariah was working at the Temple of God.  He was picked to go into 
to the “Holy of Holies,” a special place that only a priest could go into and only once 
a year.  While he was in God’s special place, Zechariah saw an angle.  He was very 
scared! -make a scared face.( Luke 1:13-20) 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah. Your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will have a child. 
It will be a boy, and you must name him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you. 
His birth will make many people very glad. 15 He will be important in the Lord’s eyes.

   “He must never use wine or other such drinks. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit 
from the time he is born. 16 He will bring many of Israel’s people back to the Lord 
their God. 17 And he will prepare the way for the Lord. He will have the same spirit 
and power that Elijah had. He will teach parents how to love their children. He will 
also teach people who don’t obey to be wise and do what is right. In this way, he will 
prepare a people who are ready for the Lord.”

 18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man, and my 
wife is old too.”

 19 The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I serve God. I have been sent to speak to 
you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will have to be silent. You will 
not be able to speak until after John is born. That’s because you did not believe my 
words. They will come true when the time is right.” 
 When Zechariah came out of the Temple to the people praying outside, he was 
flinging his arm in the air and moving his mouth but nothing came out-flail your arm 
and mouth words excitedly.  Everyone know something special had happened but 
no one could hear what it was.  Zechariah went home and his wife got a baby in her 
tummy and when he was born they called him John.  When he grew up people called 
him John the Baptizer.  Because he baptized people who were sorry they had done 
bad things that made God sad.
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Directions: Print out Zechariah and the Angel and have the children color the pic-
ture.  Squirt some glitter glue (or glue) on the angel and have them spread it on the 
angel with a paint brush.  (If using glue, have them sprinkle the paper with home-
made or store bought glitter.)
Materials:  glue and glitter or glitter glue, paint brushes, colors
   
Activity:  Dress up as an angel to tell the story of the miracle of John the Baptists 
birth.  He is to be the Elijah that prepares the people for the Messiah.
Activities:
 Extra activities:
Materials:  list, of, materials

Homemade Glitter
2 Tbsp Salt 
1/2 tsp Food coloring 
Tin foil 
Mix salt and yellow food coloring together. Spread mix-
ture evenly over foil-lined cookie sheet. Bake for 8-10 
minutes at 350 degrees. Allow to cool. Experiment with 
many colors. Store glitter in old film containers or salt 
shakers.
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Zechariah and the Angel

Luke 1:11-17:   11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah. The angel was 
standing at the right side of the incense altar. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was 
amazed and terrified. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah. 
Your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will have a child. It will be a boy, 
and you must name him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you. His birth will 
make many people very glad. 15 He will be important in the Lord’s eyes. “He must 
never use wine or other such drinks. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit from the 
time he is born. 16 He will bring many of Israel’s people back to the Lord their God. 
17 And he will prepare the way for the Lord. He will have the same spirit and power 
that Elijah had. He will teach parents how to love their children. He will also teach 
people who don’t obey to be wise and do what is right. In this way, he will prepare a 
people who are ready for the Lord.”

Christmas 1 Zachariah ssp.indd   3 9/9/10   11:17 PM



Z
echariah an

d
 the A

n
g

el

Christmas 1 Zachariah ssp.indd   4 9/9/10   11:17 PM


