
Christmas Six: The Magi Bring Gifts
Location:  Map of the Middle East: Jerusalem and Bethlehem

Bible:  Matthew 2:1-12 (Paraphrase Matthew 2:1-5, Read Matthew 2:6-12)

Lesson:  After Jesus was born, there was a big star in the sky and the Wise Men 
from the East rode on their camels following the star to come see the King of the 
Jews, baby Jesus.  When they got to Jerusalem they asked King Herod  (Matthew 
2:2) ... “Where is the child who has been born to be king of the Jews? When we were 
in the east, we saw his star. Now we have come to worship him.”  King Herod was 
very mad, he didn’t want anyone else but him to be king of the Jews.  He asked his 
priests where the Bible says the king was to be born.  Matthew 2:4-12  5 “In Bethle-
hem in Judea,” they replied. “This is what the prophet has written. He said, 6 “ ‘But 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not the least important among the 
towns of Judah.  A ruler will come out of you.  He will be the shepherd of my people 
Israel.’ “ —(Micah 5:2)  7 Then Herod called for the Wise Men secretly. He found out 
from them exactly when the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem. He 
said, “Go! Make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, bring me a 
report. Then I can go and worship him too.”  9 After the Wise Men had listened to the 
king, they went on their way. The star they had seen when they were in the east went 
ahead of them. It finally stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 
saw the star, they were filled with joy.  11 The Wise Men went to the house. There 
they saw the child with his mother Mary. They bowed down and worshiped him. Then 
they opened their treasures. They gave him gold, incense and myrrh.  12 But God 
warned them in a dream not to go back to Herod. So they returned to their country on 
a different road.
 13 When the Wise Men had left, Joseph had a dream. In the dream an an-
gel of the Lord appeared to him. “Get up!” the angel said. “Take the child and his 
mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you to come back. Herod is going 
to search for the child. He wants to kill him.”  Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus  left for 
Egypt that very night.

Important Point:  The Magi great Faith, You can have Faith like the Magi!

Direction:  Three Moving Magi:  Print out The Magi Go To Bethlehem, The Magi, 
and The Magi Pull Tab Pages.  Cut on the dotted lines one Magi and one Pull Tab for 
each child.  Fold the pull tabs in the middle then fold the top wings out away from the 
middle to each side. (It looks kind off like an rectangular air plane.)  Glue the inside of 
the “top wings” to the back of the Magi so that the Magi stand upright on the Bethle-
hem page but not over the bottom edge, when the tab arm is at the dotted line.  Cut 
on the dotted line in The Magi Go To Bethlehem page and insert the tab arm.  While 
the Magi are flat against the front of the Bethlehem page and the whole arm is in-
serted into the cut line on the Bethlehem page, squish the Tab Arm flat.  The fold of 



the Tab Arm should be in the middle so that it has wings on either side of the cut line 
on the back of the Bethlehem Page.  Now you should be able to pull the “Pull Tab” 
and move the Magi when the glue is dry.  (Use a glue stick.  It will dry faster.)  Get the 
pages ready for the children to color with colored pencils.  Try to rotate different col-
oring options.

Activities:
 Extra activities:  Make three Kings Bread: If you don’t have time to make bread, 
just buy already made bread dough and start at the rolling out instructions**.
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